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we went into the living-room and hardly had we sat down when
the portly man asked:

" D'you think Hitler will turn his military manoeuvres into war
against us?"

"Yes, what d'you think of the German manoeuvres?" several
voices broke in.

" Only Hitler knows," I answered.

" Look here," said the portly man, " I was in the last war and
I was badly wounded." Forthwith he took off his coat, his vest,
his shirt and stood there stripped to the waist.

" See," and he pointed to his shoulders and his chest, " these
are wounds which I received in the war, I was laid up for months.
Now I am well again. But I know what war is, and I hate it,
but the moment German soldiers step on our territory, I go."

" We all go," interjected someone else.

Quickly slipping into his clothes again, the portly man said:
"It's all very simple with us. We want to be friends with the
Germans. We don't want war. But if they want to take our
independence away from us well fight."

" Yes, fight."

"And die."

"Fight and die."

" It's better not to live than to have no independence. We know
it, we were without it for three hundred years."

" And how well we know itl"

Words poured out of them incessantly, in brief and telling sen-
tences, bristling with resolve but with not a glint of hate. Like the
Czechs I had known, these Slovaks in their attitude towards Ger-
many displayed none of the wild emotions with which the German
Nazis erupted in all their comments and all their attacks on their
most immediate and most formidable neighbours. Whatever
else these Czechs and Slovaks might lack, their nerves were made
of steel, and therein, at the time, so we foreign journalists believed,
lay their greatest virtue and their greatest strength, and also a
real hope of a peaceful setdement of the conflict with the Germans.

" And now we must have a slivovitz" said my host.

" You see," he said, pouring the slwovitz, " in this country we
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